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Body 


Good morning on this shining Tuesday. 


The global cyberattack that began on Friday spread to thousands more computers over the weekend and 
into the new workweek, primarily in Asia. 


Many of us assume our computer isn’t vulnerable — perhaps because we don’t use a PC, have strong passwords 
or update our operating systems regularly. 


We ran some of those assumptions by local computer security experts to see if they’re true. 
| have a Mac, so I’m not at risk. 
Not quite. 


“Macs are definitely protected from cyberattack, but it doesn’t mean they are invulnerable,” said Adam Scott Wandt, 
an assistant professor at John Jay College of Criminal Justice who is an expert in digital forensics and security. 


But Apple products are often shipped with the firewall and encryption turned off. Be sure to turn them on. 
I’m good about not opening suspicious mail, so | won't be hacked. 
Great, but not good enough. 


Attacks through email are only one type of hacking, Professor Wandt said, and they are becoming more 
sophisticated. Don’t open any link or attachment that you are not expecting to receive, even from people you might 
know, unless you confirm that they sent it. 


To avoid other types of hacking, maintain strong passwords, stay off public hot spots (like airport Wi-Fi) and get 
antivirus and malware protection for Windows systems, Professor Wandt said. 


| keep my computer's operating system updated, so lm good. 
Yes, with a caveat. 


Updating your system is critical, said John Otero, the director of the cybersecurity program at St. John’s University 
and a former commanding officer of the computer crimes squad for the New York Police Department. But even a 
recently released update can be insecure or cause unforeseen problems, he said. 
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Professor Otero and Professor Wandt suggested waiting a few days before installing updates to allow bugs to be 
fixed. 


| use a password manager, so my passwords are strong and well protected. 
Yes, but be careful. 


Password managers can help prevent someone from hacking your computer using the password, said Thaier 
Hayajneh, an associate computer science professor at Fordham University, but it’s important to store your key 
securely. If hackers were to find it, they would have access to all of your stored passwords. 


Also, after using a public computer, you should immediately change your password from your home computer or 
phone, Professor Hayajneh said. 


| should buy extra encryption software if | really want to protect myself. 
Don’t worry about it. 


“The average person today doesn’t need third-party encryption software,” Professor Wandt said. Most new Apple 
and Windows products have encryption built into their operating systems. (Once again, just be sure to turn it on.) 


We've put together a few more ways to keep yourself protected online. 
Here’s what else is happening: 

Weather 

It’s kind of a ruby Tuesday — today will be as brilliant as a jewel. 


Expect sunshine, blue skies and a high of 79. Even better, the beautiful weather should glitter on through the 
weekend. 


In the News 


Four men have pleaded guilty to being involved in a hazing ritual that resulted in the death of a Baruch College 
student. [New York Times] 


Mayor Bill de Blasio has for the first time raised more money than his best-funded Republican challenger. [New 
York Times] 


Two people were killed when a jet from Philadelphia crashed at Teterboro Airport in New Jersey. [New York Times] 
New York senators were paid for others’ jobs. Is that legal? [ New York Times] 
Schools have been warned to be wary about visits from immigration officers. [WNYC] 


A new act intended to help protect freelance workers in the city and ensure timely payment for their efforts is now 
in effect. [Gothamist] 


The Halal Guys food cart, a fixture in Midtown Manhattan, burst into flames. [DNAinfo] 

The Brooklyn Film Festival, opening June 2 at the Wythe Hotel in Williamsburg, has announced its lineup. [Bklyner] 
Today’s Metropolitan Diary: “She'll Take a Snackhattan” 

Scoreboard: Diamondbacks strangle Mets, 7-3. 


For a global look at what’s happening, see Your Tuesday Briefing. 
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Coming Up Today 


Mr. de Blasio; Letitia James, the city’s public advocate; and Scott M. Stringer, the city comptroller, are scheduled to 
participate in a forum about the climate, jobs and justice at the Ethical Culture Society Concert Hall on the Upper 
West Side. 6:30 p.m. [Free, register here] 


Break a sweat at a high-intensity interval training class at Riverside Park on the Upper West Side. 6:30 p.m. [Free] 
Listen to poetry readings as the sun sets in Bryant Park. 7 p.m. [Free] 
Screenings of short films by female filmmakers, at the Guadalupe Inn in East Williamsburg. 7:30 p.m. [$10] 


The Queens New Music Festival kicks off with a concert from the Aaron Copland School of Music, at Secret 
Theater in Long Island City, Queens. 8 p.m. [$15] 


Yankees at Royals, 8:15 p.m. (YES). Mets at Diamondbacks, 9:40 p.m. (SNY). 
For more events, see The New York Times’s Arts & Entertainment guide. 
Alternate-side parking remains in effect until May 25. 

And Finally... 


This week in 1929, the first automated electric stock quotation board was installed in a broker’s office on 44th Street 
near Madison Avenue. 


The Teleregister, as it was called, replaced the “board boys,” who would use chalkboards to display stock prices. 
Less than six months later, the technology would be used to display a horrifying event in real time. 


On Black Tuesday, often said to be the beginning of the Great Depression, New Yorkers “sat stolidly on tilted chairs 
in the customers’ rooms of brokerage houses and watched a motion picture of waning wealth as the day’s 
quotations moved silently across a screen,” The Times reported. 


Inside the stock exchange, people watched stock prices unwind on ticker tape, “like friends about the bedside of a 
stricken friend.” 


Brokers frantically tried to sell stocks, “harassing the clerks like impatient travelers trying to find out in two minutes’ 
time the best route to Kalamazoo.” 


Billions of dollars were lost. 


On that day, The Times reported, “There were no smiles. There were no tears either. Just the camaraderie of 
fellow-sufferers. Everybody wanted to tell his neighbor how much he had lost. Nobody wanted to listen. It was too 
repetitious a tale.” 


New York Today is a weekday roundup that stays live from 6 a.m. till late morning. If you don’t get it in your inbox 
already, you can sign up to receive it by email here. 


For updates throughout the day, like us on Facebook. 


What would you like to see here to start your day? Post a comment, email us at nytoday@nytimes.com, or reach us 
via Twitter using #NY Today. 


Follow the New York Today columnists, Alexandra Levine and Jonathan Wolfe, on Twitter. 


You can find the latest New York Today at nytoday.com. 
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